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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Fi. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

PC 7 ABlBl EI‘FJ’E AGLBL7/115  AGIB17/00

According 1o International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both aational slassification and IFC
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Wimimum documentation searched (classiication system followed by classification symbals)
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26 April 1999 (1999-04-20} 47-54

the whole docurent

D Further documents are listed in the continuaiion of box C. Patent tamily membars are isted In annes.
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Spacial aatega A "T" later document published afterihe intsrmational fiing date
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In lional application Na,
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Box | Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This Internationsl Search Report has not been establisked in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1, )( Claims Moe.: -14
because they relale to sub ecf matier not required to be searched by this Authorily, namely:

Rule 32.1(iv} PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery '

2. m Claims Nas.: 55-74
becausa they relate fa pars of the International Application that da ot comply with the prssnnbed reguirements io such
ah extent that no meaningful Internatianal Search can be carrfed cul, spectically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/1SA/216

3. Clatms Nos.:
becalise they are depandent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invendion is lacking {Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

=

This international Searching Autharity found multiple Inventions in this international application, as jollows:

see additional sheet

-

D Asall raqwrecl additicnal sserch fees wers timely paid by the applicant, this Imernational Search Report covers i
searchable cleims.

D As all searchable claims could be searched without efiort Justifying an additional fes, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

2

D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
. cavers only those olaims for which fees were paid, specificelly claims Nos.:

4, I:g] Mo recpired sdditional search fees were umely peid by the applicant. Gonsequently, this Internaticnal Search Report is
resticied to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-14
Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest,
s
D Ne protest accompanied the payment of additional seasch fess.
Form PCT/ISAIZ10 {cortinuation of first sheet (1)) {July 1998) page 1 of 2
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International Application Na. PCT/US 03/11778

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box 1.1

Claims Nos.: 1-14

RuTe 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery. _

Continuation of Box 1.2

Clatms WNos.: 55-747

In view of the large number and alse the wording of the claims presently
on file, which vender it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the
matter for which protection is sought, the present applicatien fails to
comply with the clarity and conciseness requirvements of Article 6 PCT
(see also Rule 6.1(a)} PCT) io such an extent that a meaningful search is
impossible.

The expression "a bady tissue property enhancing system configured and
adapted to non-mechanicaliy enhance ..." {claim 55) is unclear and not
supported by the deseription in its broad meaning. The claims 55 - 74
do not unambiguously and in a positive manner define the subiect-matter
for which protection is sought.

The appiicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1{e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Autherity is
normally not to-carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespeciive of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedurs. 1f the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the appticant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17{2) declaration be
OVercome,

r
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International Apgication No. PCT/US 083/11778

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/SA! 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international appiication, as fc]iows:

1. claims: 15-31, 47-54

The indpendent ciaims 15 and 47 define a surgical stapler
and a stapler cartridge comprising a biocompatibie wound
closure material dispensing system. The objective problem
solved is to use an adhesive in order to enhance the body
tissue properties.

2. claims: 32-46

The independent claims 32 and 42 define a surgical stapler
comprising a tissue cauterizing system. The objective
probiem posed is te use electric energy in order to enhhance
the body tissue properties during stapling.
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’rma!ion on patent family members

International Appiication No

et 03/11778

Patent docurment . Publication Patent farnily Publication
cited in seawh report . date member(s) date
US 60455606 A 04-04-2008 US 5542594 A 06-08-1996
us 5968427 A 01-06-19299
us 5964774 A 12-10-1999
&§—§é§é412 A 20-84-1999 Al 7398196 A 30-04-1997
WO 9713461 Al 17-04-1997

Form: PCTASARZ D ¢patent Tamily annex) (July 1982)
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